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having been the first to unveil the secret policy and the real purpose of the allies who were affecting to co-operate with England for the pacification of Europe. The personal safety of the French king with his family and the restoration of the French monarchy had stood foremost in the Pilnitz programme. Those ends began practically to be ignored before the first campaign had fairly begun. So long as England regularly provided the sinews of war, Austria and Prussia would make a show of joining their arms with hers. But the real word of command had been given by the Empress Catherine from St Petersburg. Following the Russian example, Austria and Prussia saw in the European convulsion ah opportunity of enriching themselves at the cost of a feeble and a friendless state. It was the story of the 1761 Family Compact in a new setting and brought up to date. The same mixture of ingenuity and luck by which Chatham's understrappers had ascertained the earlier conspiracy of the Bourbon houses now put Straton, Spencer and Minto on the scent of the plan ..formed by the great military monarchies for blotting out Poland from the map of Europe,
The Austrian Foreign Minister, Cohen/.!, pointedly declined to reassure Straton on the subject ; he could only say that the Austrian ambassador in London, Count Stadion, would in due course jrive all needful information. The reports received at the London Foreign Office were to the following effect: No sense of honour constrains the international thieves; the jealousy entertained by Austria and Prussia of each other far exceeds their common dislike of France. On
that  jealousy  French intrigue successfully plays.    If
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